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Editorial Internet Facilities for Obtaining Qibla Direction
The successful landing of the and Prayer Schedule
pathfinder spacecraft on Mars on July 4 With the grace of Allah, a number of facilities are now available on the internet

(see the photo on page 7), will likely  for calculating the prayer times and gibla direction anywhere in the world. Some of
keep the Mars program on track, and  these facilities can be down loaded. Two of the facilities are listed subsequently.
1ntens.1f)" NASA’s .efforts to search for The first facility calculates the gibla direction and the weekly prayer schedule
the origin of galaxies and stars, as Well  gor any city in the world. For U.S. residents, the input can be either the zip code,
as, for signs of extraterrestrial life. name of the city/town, or the latitude and longitude. The facility is provided by Al
According to the Qur’an, life is N0t pgrgkg Investment and Development Company, and the URL address is:
confined to humans, animals, and (heen./www.arabia.com/prayer.html).
plants on Earth. Other forms of life do The second facility is a program for calculating the prayer times and gibla
exist in the vast ax}d SpacIlous UMVerse.  girections for over 2000 cities in the world. The program has elaborate graphics and
A number of Qur’anic verses refer t0 s with windows 3.1/95/NT. The program is developed by Islamsoft, Inc., Tel.

living creatures scattered throughout . . .
the universe (see Perspectives vol. 2, No (412) 343-6284. The URL address 1sttp.//.lslasotcom/). Ch

5, pages 1 and 7).

A brief synthesis of the phenomena
that constituted the basic process of the
formation of the universe, is described
in the following two verses of the
Qur’an:

L Bl5 s slaad) ) syinl %
(M &T o = b 55u)
“Moreover, He (Allah) comprehended

in His design, the sky, and it had been &
smoke.” (Qur’an 41:11)

I3 T 138 pdd 5 o3
- LAUaads By BSK b3V
(Y+ 2l o = cls¥s)00)

“Do not the unbelievers see that the |

heavens and the earth were joined

together (as one unit of creation),
before We clove them asunder.”

(Qur’an 21:30)

These two verses are in agreement

see Editorial / page 7

( In This Issue: w
® Theworld of Angelis........ Page 2
®  History of the compilation of the
QUran..........eeeeeveennnene Page 5
® Prayer for seeking Allah’s
guidance. Page 7
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Dr. Ahmed K. Noor

The World of Angels

Al

Who are the Angels? Do they
really exist? What do they look like?
What do they do? These are among the
many questions that are often asked
about angels. Since angels are part of
the unseen worlds created by Allah
(SWT), any information about them
should be sought from the authentic
sources: the Qur'an and Sunnah
(traditions of the Prophet). Belief in the
angels is the second pillar of /man
(faith) in Islam. In this article, some
facts about the angels are presented,
based on the Qur’an and the authentic

traditions of Prophet Mohammad
(PBUH).
The Nature of Angels

The Arabic word ws (angel)
literally means a messenger, especially
of Allah. The word i< (angels)

and its derivatives are mentioned 88
times in the Qur’an. Angels are not
mere abstract powers without any
personality. They are beings with
personalities and are, so to speak, the
agents of Allah, Who employs them for
the administration of His kingdom. As
mentioned by the Prophet (PBUH), the
angels are created from light.

Jjgﬁ&ﬂ'h’.«ﬂ?

The angels are honorable and pious
servants of Allah. They exemplify the
qualities of perfection, obedience and
dedication. They are endowed with the
necessary (and extraordinary) powers
needed to perform the tasks assigned to
them (see the figure at the bottom of

page 3).

/'5 .o

P 3 d,i L’ Y ‘)UJ J.sl:-
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“tAllah) Made the angels messengers

with wings, - two, or three, or four

(Vo u - c"‘ ,),.“)

“Allah chooses messengers from Angels and from humans, for Allah is He who

hears and sees (all things).”

(pairs).” (Qur’an 35:1)

The angels are capable of changing
form to assume various appearances. At
times, they appeared in human form, as
the angels who went to Prophet /brahim
(Abraham) - to give him the glad
tidings of a son, and then they went to
prophet Lut - to assist him.

SADL peat) Tlas Sils 245
A P

(W4l e - 5g03500)

“There came QOur messengers to
Abraham with glad tidings. They said,
(peace)”. (Qur’an 11:69)

“And the angels celebrate the praises

of their Lord” (Qur’an 42:5)

ey o 25 Jag Ul g 4195

(MY &l o = 332 550)

(The angels) said: “O Lut, we are
messengers from your Lord, by no
means shall they (the wrong doers
JSrom your people) reach you.”

(Qur’an 11:81)
The angel Jibreel (Gabriel) came to
Maryam (Mary), in the form of a man,
to inform her that she would
miraculously give birth to Prophet Issa
(Jesus).

155 LY J Loy L) Tas
g

(Qur’an 22:75)

(O 2 o = @0 5y90)
“Then We sent to her Our angel, and
he appeared before her as a man in all

respects” (Qur’an 19:17)
Jibreel also came to Prophet
Mohammad (PBUH) and  his

companions, and asked the Prophet
specific questions aimed at teaching the
companions certain facts about the deen
(Islamic code of life).

Angels were not given, by Allah
(SWT), the faculty of choice; they
execute all the commands of Allah
(SWT), and never disobey Him.

Us Gyskindsy el Lo bl gy g ¥

- Oape

(Valon - @l y50)
“ They flinch not (from executing) the
commands they receive from Allah,
but do (precisely) what they are

commanded.”

(Qur’an 66:6)
Materialists doubt the very
existence of angels, while ignorant

people at various times have set them up
as partners to Allah, or His daughters.

L o405 Dt oLl 4 g it

(OV i = Jodl 5yp0) + (s
“And they assign daughters for Allah!-
Glory be to Him!- and for themselves

what they desire (sons).”
(Qur'an 16:57)

Sy -L." Cr..JL '..Sr "'{l-d.sotﬂ
ek $5 5955051 B0 650

(6 &1 = o1 5y5e)
“Has then your Lord (O Pagans!)
preferred for you sons, and taken for
Himself daughters among the angels?

Truly you utter a most dreadful
saying” (Qur’an 17:40)
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“And they make into females angels
who themselves serve Allah.”
(Qur'an 43:19)

Duties of Angels

Angels have various duties, with
each having a well-defined role. Among
the tasks assigned by Allah (SWT) to
angels, and referred to in the Qur’an,
are the following (with examples from
the Qur’an - see the figure at the bottom
of page 4)
1. Bringing divine message and
revelations of Allah to the messengers,
including prophet Mohammad (PBUH):

o Jis - bl o Ly 10
PR T % °
e S N R S

(19€ 31 18T Sbimol madl 5,00)

“Verily this is a revelation from the
Lord of the worlds: with it come down
the spirit of faith and truth - to your
heart and mind, that you may
admonish.” (Qur’an 26:192 to
194)

2. Guarding, and keeping strict watch

over, human beings.
(W il o = po¥ 5y5u)

“and He sets guardians over you.”
(Qur'an 6:61)

lal. €1z 21s
RSN PR SVPRAT
(0 &l = HWsYis,40)
“But verily over you (are appointed
angels) to protect you.”
(Qur’an 82:10)
3. Recording everything we utter and

do, as well as our secrets and inner
thoughts.

T T VPR S N < AR
Pi}g‘.j ",..bj:uewyb‘ &y i rt

C o8 e 235 L
(Ar &l = Gyl 5y 4w)

“Or do they think that We hear not
their secrets and their private
counsels? Indeed (We do), and our
messengers are by them, to record.”
(Qur’an 43:80)

o3 ol b Ll s 5)
) U35 o s G . S S
(A Y Sbi = 53y0u)

“Behold, two (guardian angels)
appointed to learn (his'her doings)
learn (and note them), one sitting on
the right and one on the left. Not a
word does he/she utter but there is a
sentinel by him/her, ready (to note it).”

(Qur’an 50:17,18)
4.  Celebrating the praises of Allah
(SWT) and begging His forgiveness for
the people on earth.

ES MR INTY ot
(0 %l oo = 59201 50)

“And the angels celebrate the praises
of their Lord, and pray for forgiveness
Sfor (all) beings on earth.”

(Qur’an 42:5)
5. Giving comfort, support, and glad
tidings to the believers, who are
steadfast in their belief.

s
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“In case of those who say, “our Lord is
Allah”, and, further, stand straight
and steadfast, the angels descend on
them (from time to time): “Fear ye
not!” (they suggest) nor grieve! but

Nature and Characteristics of Angels

IS Silde
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them).

Honorable and o Created from light. e Do not have Capable of
Obedient| |* Do not have gender, desires of changing form to
Servants of and do not procreate. their own. assume various
Allah, Never » Equipped with wings « Do not eat appearances, such
disobey Him. (power of speed - as or drink. as that of humans.
demanded by nature of
the tasks assigned to
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receive the glad tidings of the garden
(of bliss) the which ye were promised!”

(Qur’an 41:30)
6. Providing support to the believers,
who are fighting in the way of Allah
(SWT), as happened during the battle of
Badr.

ye S - P % 3 e, . ,z . .,
4l ﬁJ Slasl "..{g) Y ot SO "‘;
NESIRER CO RS PO &Y,
(3 & = JlsYi5y0)
“Remember ye implored the assistance
of your Lord, and He answered you: I
will assist you with a thousand of the
angels, ranks on ranks.” (Qur'an 8:9)
7. Punishing and destroying the

unbelievers, as they did for the people of
Lut:

5l A oid Jal 1K1y )16
bl 156 Glal
= s Kanll 30)

“They (the angels) said: We are indeed

(\"\ aul

going to destroy the people of this
township (Sodom and Gomorrah); for
truly they are (addicted to) crime.”

(Qur’an 29:31)
8. Separating our spirit from our body
at the time of death.

I55 sadt gl Al S 3

(1 &7 o = il 51 )
“Say: the angel of death, put in charge
of you, will (duly) take your spirits.”
(Qur’an 32:11)
For the righteous - the angels greet

them and give them the glad tidings at
the time of death.

oalshs nd A 0SS u,.ut
i L s e L
(YY aF - Joudl 5y4)

“Those whose lives the angels take in a

state of purity, saying (to them): Peace
be on you; enter you the Garden,
because of (the good) which you did (in
the world).”
(Qur’an 16:32)
For the unbelievers - the angels
smite their faces and their backs and
inform them about the grievous penalty
awaiting them after death.

T L ie . R "y
AW 348" Gl 395 3 5
135355 (3313 g g

- ?:J.l olde
(00 2 - JWs¥i3,5u)

“If you could see, when the angels take

the spirits of the unbelievers (at death),

(how) they smite their faces and their

backs (saying): Taste the penalty of the
blazing fire.” (Qur’an 8:50)

Names and Roles of Some

Angels
Among the angels mentioned in the
Qur’an and the authentic traditions of

[Fu=~=o=e=o=-=o=u=o=o=o=o=o=o=b=a=o=o=o=o=o=o=-=e=-= TS AV A I A A O =,o_a.—1

r ‘ []

L ;
I Some of the Duties of the Angels |
|.|. i

L » 1
L Bringing @Recording all Giving unishing and ]
L @ Divine the deeds, comfort, @:;estroying the ]
U'- message and words, and support, and glad unbelievers. -{J
L revelations of Allah thoughts of Human | | | tidings to believers. -i.l
:-:"- to His messengers. beings. ”|
| |

j[' 4 '||

i Y y eparating the ||
i Guarding and @ Begging @Fighting with spirit from the | |
I keeping strict Allah’s the believers body of the human |
il watch over human forgiveness for against the at the time of ||
iI beings. people on earth. unbelievers. death. ||
I
| ]
ﬂ The Angels are perpetually in the service of Allah - in prostratnon, in standing ;,
I . ~ posture, or through various other forms of worship. Il
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the Prophet are:
1) Jibreel (Gabriel), who is also
referred to in the Qur’an as the Holy

spirit -4, and the honest,

trustworthy spirit oY~ | He

relayed the Divine message to the
Prophets, including Prophet
Mohammad (PBUH).

5 2 25 7 P Z .5 :

W5 56 Jupd 1555 8 0p 3
- A3 AB e

- 3,4l 3)4)

“Say: whoever is an enemy to Gabriel

- for he brings down the (revelation) to

your heart by Allah’s will.”
(Qur’an 2:97)

(3 &

$6215 Ul @ Gl g W
. ’w.\ﬂ‘ C_,j:o

(AV &l g = 3,341 5)50)

“We gave Jesus the son of Mary clear

(signs) and strengthened him with the
holy spirit.” (Qur’an 2:87)
A PRI PUN
(Y T = ol atdl 3y0u)
“With it came down the spirit of faith
and truth.” (Qur’an 26:193)
2) Mika’eel (Michael), the angel
entrusted with the sustenance of the
creations of Allah.

3) Ridhwan and Malik, the custodians
of heaven and hell.

- Ol Bl ald AU L 1355

(VY &7 r = Gyl 5350)
“They (the dwellers of hell) will cry: O
Malik! would that your Lord put an
end to us.”

(Qur’an 43:77)
Hell has nineteen angels who watch
over it.

. -
-, -

(¥ &l - Sulisyem)
“Over it (hell) are nineteen (angels).”
(Qur’an 74:30)

4) The Guardians - the angels who
protect us from whatever evil Allah

wills to save us from.

. 4”‘,.‘
URMPEes] °»-)

“For each (person), there are angels in
succession in front of him/her, and
behind him/her, who guard him/her by
Allah’s command.”

(Qur'an 13:11)
5) The recorders (scribes) - the two
angels who accompany every human
being and record his/her deeds.
6) Harut and Marut, the two angels
that set up an institution in Babylon to
teach magic to the people.

Sail by WK Lo JsTTag
T
- 5,30 5y4u)

“And such things as came down at
Babylon to the angels Harut and
Marut.” (Qur’an 2:102)
7) The blower of the trumpet on the
day of resurrection (Isra ifeel)

. u}‘e-'é 2%

(0V &F o = o 5y9m)
“The trumpet shall be sounded; when
behold! from the sepuichers (people)
will rush forth to their Lord.”

(Qur’an 36:51)
8) The angel of death (Azra’eel),
together with his assistants, separate
the spirit from the body at the time of
death.
9) Munkar and Nakeer - the two angels
in charge of questioning people in their
graves about their faith.
10) Angels who will welcome the
believers into heaven and greet them
with Peace.

DU I il il 38533
e e e i

AN
(Y6 ¢ YY OUT om e ) 5y9m)

And angels shall enter unto them from
every gate (with the salutation) “Peace

(¥ & e

unto you for that you persevered in
patience. How excellent is the final
home” (Qur’an 13:23,24)
11) Eight Angels who will carry the
throne (the greatest creation) of Allah
on the day of judgment.

dsap P A Je Ja

(\V 4:3‘ ol Mu-‘ o)’»)

“And eight (angels) will, that day bear

the Throne of your Lord above them.”

(Qur’an 69:17)

Among the other tasks assigned to

the angels, which the Prophet (PBUH)
informed us about, are:

® Breathing the spirit in the fetus in
the womb of the mother, at the
beginning of the fifth month of
pregnancy.

e Witnessing every good deed and
every prayer. The Fajr and Asr
prayers are witnessed by a large
number of angels (the angels
assigned to the morning and night
shifts). The recital of Qur’an in the
Fajr prayer is mentioned in the
following verse:

RQEGEHIRAEE RARE IR 15553
s 2.

. ‘3’.‘-&#
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(VA 4T o = el 3y9u)
“And the recital of the Qur’an in the

morning prayer, for the recital of
dawn is witnessed”

(Qur’an 17:78)
e surrounding those who study the
book of Allah in the Masjid.
e Guarding Mecca and Medina from
the Dajjal (antichrist).

As to the number of angels, the
Prophet (PBUH) informed us that there
is not a foot of space in the seven
heavens that does not have an angel
performing an act of worship. The
Prophet (PBUH) also informed us that
the angels will not enter a house in
which dogs reside, or statues are kept.

I pray to Almighty Allah to grant us
the guidance and strength to be among
His steadfast servants, who receive the
support and comfort of His angels.

Ameen Ch
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During the life During the time |
of the Prophet of Abu Bakr
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Umar Ibn Al-Khattab

Each verse received

was identified by him.

recited by the Prophet,
and its location, relative to
[ |other verses and surahs,

urged Abu Bakr to
preserve and compile the
Qur’an.

eason:
Heavy casualties suffered
among the reciters, who
memorized the Qur’an,

was

The verses were written
by scribes, sclected by the
Prophet, on any suitable
object - the leaves of trees,
pieces of wood, parchment
or leather, flat stones, and
|__|shoulder blades.
Scribes included Ali Ibn
\Abi Talib, Mu’awiyah Ibn

4bi  Sufvan, Ubey Ibn
Ka’ab, and Zayed Ibn
Thabit.

during the battle of]
Yamamah.
lAbu  Bakr entrusted

Zayed Ibn Thabit with
the task of collecting the
Qur’an.

Reason:

Zayd was present during
the last recitation of the
Qur’an by the Prophet to
Angel Jibreel (Gabriel) .

—

During the
time of

Uthman

Ol oy Olate uge B

Uthman ordered
Zayed Ibn  Thabit,
L Abdullah  Ibn Al
Zubayr, Saeed Ibn Al-
LA as, and  Abdur-
Rahman Ibn Harith Ibn
Hisham  to  make
perfect copies of the
authenticated  copy
(kept with Hafsa).
 Reason:
Expansion
Islamic
concern
differences
recitation.

of
state

the
and
about
in

Zayed, with the help of

Some of the companions
wrote the Qur’an for their

the companions who
memorized and wrote
verses of the Qur’an,

S USE. accomplished the task
and handed Abu Bakr
the first authenticated

Several hundred copy of the Qur’an. The

companions memorized copy was kept in the

— [the Qur’an by heart. residence of Hafsah,
daughter of Umar, and
wife of the Prophet.

|_Joriginal

Copies were sent to
various places in the
Muslim world. The
copy was
returned to Hafsa, and
a copy was kept in
Medina.

Three stages
of Dotting

and
Diacritization

ko O} J.,\J..J\
J,g.&ﬂ\) Jadl

| —=

a) Dots were put as
syntactical marks by

Abu

Sufian.
S e Obde

15 S o

b) The letters were
marked with
different dotting by
Nasr Ibn Asem and
Hayy Ibn Ya’amor,
during the time of Abd
Al-Malek Ibn

Marawan. $aad\
Jo Dyl ged

SIS

Al-Aswad  Al}~
Doaly, during the time| °
of Mu'awiya Ibn Abi| <

The Prophet (PBUH) used to recite the Qur’an before angel Jibreel (Gabriel) once every
Ramadan, but he recited it twice (in the same order we have it today) in the last Ramadan
Before his death. Jibreel taught the Prophet (PBUH) the seven modes of recitation .

'y o o
PR JUNY Ju—

¢) A complete system
of diacritical marks
(damma, fataha,

Al Khaleel Ibn Ahmad
Al Faraheedy.

J;..:;S\ e

ir.SShbuﬂhi..hh

kasra) was invented by | ./
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:.:-. Prayer for Seeking Allah’s Guidance in Decision F »%'
i Making (Istikharah) . i
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|-|°- number of Supplication 5
l.l" p I = Rak’at (Immediately, or later on) | =
IT See.king Allah.’s Any time - - 1 ~ [ I \ T]
ﬂ“- Guidance  in day or e one performs ablution (wud’u) ¢ One may feel 'I.l
3 makfng a decision night and performs two rak’at (sunnah more favorably s
,|.. (chonce). befween required for this purpose) disposed .|,|
°|,' permissi ble ® 1In each raka’h, after reciting al- towards one ,[l
l 3 alternatives. P fatihah, one recites whatever one choice or I
||' wishes of the Qur’an. another, '|°|
I'l" e After the prayer - one praises ® One should not ‘I‘l
-I'- Allah, sends salutations to the insist on doing ES
|.-. Prophet (PBUH) , and then makes what he/she had -
L[._ the special supplication (du’a) desired to do .i_l
i"._ recommended by the Prophet before making ll
I \_ (PBUH), and given below. Istikharah. Il
&

J J =

% o
e Special Supplication (du’a \ J
i P PP (u'e) 5y LYl Lo i
I e
I.l. “O Allah! I seek Your guidance (in making u °|_|
|i' choice), as You are All-Knowing, and I appeal to You '||
!'|°' to give me ability as You are Omnipotent, and I ask ‘ wyﬁu Yyuadis ij ¢ Ol L ¥ s .1 é| r‘-“‘ '|'l
& You for Your great bounty, for You have powe, and I T R oy e s st |
| have none. And You know, and I know not. You are the ¢ 81 Y jals CUL ¢ J"-'b"‘“ CIRY I a—" V| EA T I

knower of hidden matters. . 5,;’*_,.* ] ’rSL; c_..;l, ‘ ;._L‘J ’ys 1 5 |
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| O Allah! If You know that this matter (then he ) e & Lt 2 ,

IT should mention it) is good for me - in my religion, my | &> ‘3_'4 r= v "‘%T" Ol s 57 ) et .]'I

I‘I" livelikood, and for my life in the Hereafter, (or he said: | ( Aoy gl Jale s JU 1) el 2dleg ey 'I"l

& ‘for my present and future life’) then make it (easy) ATATE e N YS! -

L | and bless it for me. And if You know that this matteris | ©' #37 <5 Ob « 48 J BUF J 42 J 54U ] |

L not good for me - in my religion, my livelihood and my | s} ) Sl Adley 2lsy as 3 d -0 Y s .|J

| life in the Hereafter (or he said: ‘for my present and U |,' r2 2% .1t 3 Tx T

|T Suture life’) then keep it away from me and take me O R U a L: ( ?4:?" 6!‘7' "J’Lp P Js .|'|
away from it, and choose the good for me wherever it cA e F O Cee B 53l s ”

@ \be, and make me content with it”. .I'I
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Continued from page 1 will only be realizing the scientific their own souls, until it becomes
Editorial miracle of the Qur’an, and a proof that  manifest to them that this is the truth.”
it is coming from Allah (SWT) (Qur’an 41:53)
with modern scientific knowledge, % , I pray to Almighty Allah to make us
which point to the throwing off of 33 ,JL-‘\“ d Lsule 4y benefit from His signs, and appreciate
planets from vast quantities of diffused s i f\:i Vs e e " i His divine guidance provided to us in
nebular matter, of which the central P‘J the Qur’an Ameen
condensed core is the sun (the nebular (o\' lJ oo = Sad 3 ,...) S R
hypothesis).

What future space missions will  “Soon will We show them Our sign in
disclose concerning extraterrestrial life, the (furthest) regions (of space), and
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